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1. Board Members in attendance: Vice President, Tom Coffey; 2nd Vice President: Ed Barbara; Secretary: 

Deb Sclafani; Treasurer: Cosimo Scocco; Director: Patrick Fife.  Prsident Elisa Treglia Freisem could not 
be in attendance and authorized Patrick Fife to run the meeting in her absence. 

 
2. Treasurer’s report was given by Cosimo Scocco:   We need members to pay membership fees in order to 

improve our finances.  Membership renewal forms will be sent in mail and members can renew on our 
website.  Cosimo, Patrick Fife and Ed Barbara all mentioned the need to increase membership and asked 
members to bring their friends, neighbors and family to the next meeting.   

 
3. Request for More Volunteers:  In addition to more members, we need more volunteers.  In particular, 

volunteers are needed to serve on our school board and fire department committees.  Going forward, the 
Board plans on having regular monthly meetings, and it will invite committee members to attend and 
provide input.  Interested members should approach a Board member if they are interested in volunteering.    

 
4. Proposed Convenience Store at Sycamore/Sunrise: The Civic wrote the Islip Planning Board and Town 

Council on December 29, 2015 and asked the Planning Board to deny the applicant’s request for a zoning 
change and special permit request to operate a convenience store.  The Civic cited concerns about 
increased traffic during peak AM traffic hours, the danger of having a convenience store in close 
proximity to the Sunrise entrance ramp, the adverse impact on school bus safety near Sycamore Avenue 
Elementary, and the detriment to the quality of the community.  The Civic also submitted a petition with 
over 100 signatures that objected to the proposed convenience store.  The Civic also has made formal 
complaints to the Town about the property owner’s recent illegal use of the property as a used car auction 
lot.  The Town Planning Board had reserved decision on the application, and residents were encouraged to 
continue sending letters to the Planning Board voicing any concerns that they might have.    

 
5. Town Councilman Steve Flotteron addressed the audience regarding its concerns about the proposed 7-

Eleven.  He said he could not take a position on the application at the current time because the change of 
zone request could come before the Town Board for a determination in the future.  However, he talked 
about the planning process generally, and mentioned how residents should put in written comments to the 
Planning Board if they have concerns regarding a project.  The Planning Board cannot base its decision on 
speculation or facts that aren’t before it, so it is important for residents to voice concerns about things like 
traffic, parking, screening and landscaping.    

 
6. MacArthur Airport: We discussed concerns about the possible expansion of MacArthur Airport into an 

international airport, and the Governor’s plans to budget $6 million for the construction of a customs 
facility at the airport.  Concerned residents were urged to contact our state legislators, who can influence 
whether funding for this project makes it into the budget.  The Civic will follow up with the Ronkonkoma 
Civic Association and see if there’s interest in jointly opposing expansion of MacArthur into an 
international airport.  Councilman Flotteron mentioned that the Town’s plan is not to make MacArhthur 
another Kennedy or LaGuardia airport.  However, the number of flights at MacArthur had been in decline 
for years, and the Town would like to increase the number of flights closer to past levels so that the airport 
does not lose money.     

 
7. The Board discussed ideas to raise more interest in the Civic Association, including boosting Facebook 

posts, and using robo calls for meetings on major issues.  The Board also asked the audience for its 
preference regarding whether the Civic should have fewer meetings.  The consensus was that the Civic 
should continue to meet monthly, except during the summer months.      

 


